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3npo CID at Grand-Hornu

In addition to the conservation and maintenance of the industrial 
heritage site of Grand-Hornu, the CID schedule 3 exhibitions per 
year. These thematic exhibitions cover current topics reflecting 
the cultural and social phenomena that can be observed in 
the work and research of national and international designers 
or architects. Particular attention is paid to designers of the 
Wallonia-Brussels Federation, when their actions are relevant 
to the theme. In addition, monographic exhibitions are also 
organized in order to highlight a unique and deserving practice. 
The designers of the Wallonia-Brussels Federation have always 
had a prominent place in this programme. 

The 21st  century is undergoing many upheavals. At all levels. Political, 
economic, demographic, social, human, cultural, climatic. The world is 
cracking, society is changing. As an expression of industry and human 
thought, design reflects our lifestyles and concerns. Its cultural interest 
lies in that it reveals a society at a given time. Like archaeology, design 
reflects the habits and customs, beliefs, techniques, conquests and 
daily struggles of a civilization. Beyond this capacity to study the world, 
design is also a powerful tool for transition, for transformation.

As an observer of the changes at work in the globalised world at the 
beginning of the third millennium, the CID are focusing their attention 
on design that addresses the issues of its time. Several axes are at the 
heart of the exhibition themes: the environment, foresight and unique 
practices.
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AT THE COALFACE! Design in a post-carbon age.
25.09.22 -> 08.01.2023
Exhibition Curator: Giovanna Massoni
Associate curator: Amandine David

40 years after Grand-Hornu Images was founded as a center for innovation 
and design, and ten years after its inclusion on the Unesco list, At the 
coalface! is Le Grand-Hornu’s very first exhibition on coal, a fuel source 
that brought about irreversible change during the Industrial Revolution.

A living archive of the region's mining economy, the Grand-Hornu site is 
an urban project, a unique example in Europe of functional town planning, 
built around the presence of coal in the ground. Its mining history 
has forged an economic, cultural and political legacy across several 
generations of people who have lived in the area or come from afar, 
among them former miners and newcomers, migrants and descendants.

Coal remains the world's second largest energy source after oil and its 
primary source of electricity. Its combustion is responsible for much 
of the world's CO

2
 emissions. A carbon-rich combustible sedimentary 

rock formed by the partial degradation of vegetation, coal is the source 
material here for a symbolic overview of design: from its industrial origins 
to the transition to post-carbon energy sources.

A shape-shifting element, it is an overexploited natural resource that 
poses countless problems, some of which will be dealt with in the projects 
we present. In them, designers, architects and visual artists make use of 
coal to create scenarios that speak of worker migration, artefacts in which 
coal becomes a precious material, expressions that generate a sense 
empathy with the toil of mining work, tools that recreate the formation of 
coal, items triggering new rituals, and materials obtained from alternative 
mining futures.

The pieces we have brought together provide both a damning insight and 
reasons for hope: design as a means of deconstructing the humankind/
nature hierarchies of the modern era, putting us back into the humus, as 
a part of nature itself.

At the coalface! is a conversation that spans many disciplines, combining 
memories and techniques of the past with the need for solutions to the 
emergency we face today. It sees coal become a resource for generating 
multi-voiced and sustainable narratives.
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Studio Plastique
Out Of The Woods, 2018

© photo Studio Plastique

Jesper Eriksson
Stool 018, Anthracite Coal, 2018 - 

© photo Jesper Eriksson



MICHELE DE LUCCHI 
Futuro Gentile. A kind future
12.02.2023 > 27.08.2023

From February 12th to August 27th 2023, the CID - Grand-Hornu presents an 
exhibition of nearly 1200 m2 dedicated to the work of Michele De Lucchi 
and his multidisciplinary studio AMDL CIRCLE (aka Circle), internationally 
recognized for its humanistic approach to design. The 30-person 
transgenerational team is dedicated to architecture, interior and product 
design, graphic design and installations.

At Grand-Hornu, the Circle presents the humanistic approach of 
his projects, which focus on human beings and their continuously 
evolving needs, with an exhibition divided into two itineraries that flow 
simultaneously and complementarily from experimentation to design 
and from vision to architecture. We live in an era of fundamental change 
determined by scientific discoveries and technological progress, and yet 
despite our continuous evolution, the vision we have of the future is dark 
and bleak. The Circle believes that it is necessary to introduce a vision 
that places greater confidence in people’s abilities and which seeks to 
offer a dynamic response to the increasingly difficult challenges.

Five models and a selection of original drawings that narrate the story of 
the Vertical Houses are displayed specifically for this event; architectures 
sprouting from the evolution of De Lucchi's thesis at Florence University’s 
Faculty of Architecture in 1975.

The experimental design objects of Produzione Privata, exhibited in the 
"Hayloft", and the visionary architectures of the Earth Stations, described 
through videos and models in the "Stables", represent the Circle’s visions 
to construct the scenario within which contemporary humankind acts, 
seeking new ideas and endeavoring to understand what aspirations are 
possible, all within the context of utmost regard for the planet and other 
human beings.

Bamboo Station, 
Earth Stations Many Hands, 2019

© Image: Filippo bolognese images

Benedetto, rovere naturale, 2007

© Photo Michele De Lucchi
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HOME MADE
Create, produce, live
01.10.2023 > 11.02.2024

Curators : Chloé Braunstein-Kriegel and Fabien Petiot 
Scenography: Sam Baron

The domestic space is proving to be a place of experimentation and 

production in its own right, a "living machine" for which the containment 

caused by the Covid 19 pandemic has come to write a new page. 

This is an opportunity to look back at the recent upheavals that are 

transforming the home into a condensed version of the outside world, 

and to reflect on the new paths open to today's designers, makers, 

architects and creators. 

Producing at home is not a trivial matter, since it is as much the notion 

of work as that of intimate space that shapes the object that is created 

there. From the old "chamberlain" workers to the makers generation, via 

the growing professionalization of super-equipped inhabitants, it is with 

the material constraints that we compose in this necessary interaction 

between home and collective space.

Self-construction, high-tech repair, urban agriculture, 3D food printing 

and neighbourhood material libraries place home-based work at the 

heart of their implementation, updating today's "home-made" and 

sometimes reinventing it. 

But in the new city of the quarter hour, can we really talk about 

a relocation of industrial work? From the dispersal of workers to 

the teleworking of "white-collar workers", what place do creation, 

education, living together, the economy or the environment have in this 

new geography of production spaces?

The HOME MADE exhibition, which closely connects design to the 

evolution of our living environments, features a selection of designers 

and collective projects that combine a collection of experiences, 

testimonies and objects produced at home.

The visitor's route takes in five themes, covering the distinct but 

intertwined scales of the workshop, the flat, the building, and finally the 

neighbourhood. In this way, periods and geographies are brought into 

dialogue in this exhibition, which shows the role that home-based work 

will play in the resilience and vitality of tomorrow's cities.

Studio Makking&Bey,
Prototype Work at Home for Proofflab

© Image: Studio Makking&Bey

Erwan Bouroullec,
Stool

© Photo : Erwan Bouroullec
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PARTNERS CID - CENTRE FOR INNOVATION AND 
DESIGN at Grand-Hornu 
Site du Grand-Hornu 
Rue Sainte-Louise 82 
B-7301  Hornu

T: +32 (0)65 65 21 21
F: +32 (0)65 61 38 97
info.cid@grand-hornu.be

www.cid-grand-hornu.be  
www.facebook.com/cidgrandhornu
________ 

PRESIDENT 
Fabienne Capot

DIRECTOR 
Marie Pok
________

COMMUNICATION DEPARTMENT
Massimo Di Emidio 
+32 (0)65 61 39 11 
massimo.di_emidio@hainaut.be

PRESS CONTACT
Sophie Carrée PR
photo : sophiecarree.be/press
+32 2 346 05 00 
press@sophiecarree.be
www.sophiecarree.com

OPENING TIMES
Every day from 10 AM until 6 PM, except 
Mondays. 
The Grand-Hornu is closed on 24, 25, 31st 
December and 1st January.

Free guided tours for individuals 
- from Tuesday to Saturday at 11am for the 
historic site, at 14h for the contemporary 
art exhibition (except Saturday), at 15:30 
for the design exhibition,
- Sunday at 11 am and 2 pm for the 
contemporary art exhibition, 3 pm for the 
historic site, at 4.30 pm for the design 
exhibition.

The office can be reached during 
weekdays from 8 AM to 4.30 PM.
________

ADMISSION FEE
 — Combined ticket for the Grand-Hornu 

site / CID / MAC’s: €10
 — Discount: €2 or €6
 — Group rates (minimum 15 ppl.): €6
 — School groups: €2
 — Free for children under 6
 — Free entry on the first sunday of the 

month
 — Free guided tour from Tuesday to 

Friday at 15.30, Saterday at 11.00 and 
15.30, Sunday at 15.00 and 16.30

 — Audio-guides for the historic site: €3  
(FR / DUTCH / GERMAN / ENGL / IT / SP)

BOOKING NUMBER
Advance reservation required for guided 
tours (by appointment) of exhibitions  
and/or historic site (FR / DUTCH /  
GERMAN / ENGL). 
+32 (0)65 61 39 02 
reservations@grand-hornu.be 
________

CATERING
Run by Olivier Devriendt, former second-
in-command to Sang Hoon Degeimbre 
at L'Air du Temps, Rizom offers a cuisine 
that is a cross between cultures. In 
addition, Rizom also offers a new fast 
food service in the cafeteria, which was 
recently transformed by designer Benoît 
Deneufbourg. 

info@rizom-restaurant.be
www.rizom-restaurant.be
+32 (0)65 61 38 76

The npo CID - centre for innovation and design at Grand-Hornu is subsidised 
by the Province of Hainaut.
With the support of the Wallonia-Brussels Federation – Visual Arts Sector.

Ambasciata d’Italia
Bruxelles




